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TOKYO, Dec. 21 (UPI) -- Operators of the

damaged Fukushima nuclear power plant in Japan

say they've restarted debris removal from the facility's Number 3 reactor building.

Workers with the Tokyo Electric Power Co. resumed debris clearance after a 23-foot-long, 1,000-

pound steel frame was recovered from a spent fuel pool, Asahi Shimbun reported Friday.

The steel frame had been accidentally dropped into the fuel pool Sept. 22 during an attempt at

debris removal. A remote-controlled crane had begun lifting the frame but it came loose and fell into

the pool, Tepco said.

Officials said they didn't believe the steel frame damaged the fuel in the pool at the facility damaged

in the March 2011 earthquake and tsunami.

Debris removal is expected to be completed by March, Tepco said.
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Former Marine Hammar to be freed in

Mexico
WASHINGTON, Dec. 21 (UPI) --
A Mexican judge ruled to free former U.S. Marine
Jon Hammar, imprisoned in Mexico for
contravening a gun law by bringing in an antique
shotgun.
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LOS ANGELES, Dec. 21 (UPI) --
AMC says it has renewed its Georgia-set zombie
drama "The Walking Dead" for a fourth season but
executive producer Glen Mazzara won't be
returning.
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Study: Hawaiian island slowly

dissolving
PROVO, Utah, Dec. 21 (UPI) --
The mountains on Oahu in the Hawaiian Islands
are dissolving from within under the slow but
inexorable onslaught of groundwater, researchers
say.
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Antarctic ice cores a window to the past
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Mensa apologizes for 'carrot' crack
LONDON, Dec. 21 (UPI) --
The British wing of the high-IQ organization
Mensa apologized after a member appearing on
TV described a hypothetical person with an IQ of
60 as a "carrot."
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