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1. BACKGROUND 

 

The development and implementation of an appropriate infrastructure to support the successful 

introduction of nuclear power and its safe, secure, peaceful and efficient application is an issue of 

central concern for countries considering and planning a new nuclear power programme. The 

infrastructure needed to support a first nuclear power plant (NPP) ranges from physical facilities at 

the site itself to the legal and regulatory framework within which the plant will operate, and also 

includes the human resources necessary to implement the required activities. The decision to embark 

on a nuclear power programme involves a long term commitment, at least for a hundred years or 

longer if one takes into account the issue of waste management. The investment cost is very high 

and a continuous effort is required. 

Milestones in the Development of a National Infrastructure for Nuclear Power (IAEA Nuclear 

Energy Series No. NG-G-3.1, Vienna, 2007) was published five years ago. Since then, several IAEA 

documents and publications have been developed that provide more detailed information. Some 

countries have been considering the nuclear power option for many years without reaching a 

decision. Others have begun exploring various technical aspects of nuclear power, although the 

latter has yet to become government policy with widespread political and public support. Several 

Member States considering nuclear power have requested additional information on the decision-

making process. 

In response, the IAEA is preparing a draft publication on building a national position for nuclear 

power programmes which will explore the technical, policy and other factors contributing to the 

development of a national position on the nuclear power option, as well as the stakeholders involved 

in the decision-making process. 

 

2. OBJECTIVES 

 

The purpose of this Technical Meeting is to provide an opportunity for the exchange of information 

on the development of national positions regarding new nuclear power programmes and to invite 

Member States’ feedback on a draft of the IAEA Technical Document on “Building a National 

Position on a New Nuclear Power Programme”. 

3. PARTICIPATION 

 

The meeting is open to one participant per country considering or planning its first NPP. 

Participants with experience in developing national positions from countries with expanding nuclear 

power programmes are also invited to share their experience. 

The meeting is aimed at executive decision-makers who are involved in energy policy, as well as at 

senior managers engaged in national nuclear power programme strategy development and 

implementation. Participants should be familiar with the details of their respective countries’ 

national strategy and specific plans for nuclear power implementation and be capable of describing 

and discussing in depth the experience and learned lessons in the national decision-making process 

in energy policy. They should have a working knowledge of English as the presentations and 

discussion will be conducted in that language. 

 

4. TOPICS OF THE MEETING 

 

• Policy and decision-making for embarking on a nuclear power programme: challenges, good 

practices 

• Discussion and improvement of the draft document 

• Expectations that Member States have of the IAEA regarding future activities in this area 

 



 

 

 

 

5. WORKING LANGUAGE 

 

The working language of the meeting will be English. No interpretation will be provided. 

 

6. TARGET COUNTRIES 

 

This meeting is open to IAEA Member States actively considering or launching a nuclear power 

programme and those with experience to share on the topic.  

 

7. ADMINISTRATIVE AND FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS 

 

Nominating Governments will be informed in due course of the names of the selected candidates 

and will at that time be given full details on the procedures to be followed with regard to 

administrative and financial matters. 

The costs of the meeting are borne by the IAEA; no registration fee is charged to participants. 

Travel and subsistence expenses of participants will not be borne by the IAEA. Limited funds are, 

however, available to help cover the cost of participants from countries eligible to receive technical 

assistance under the IAEA’s technical cooperation programme. Such assistance can be offered, upon 

specific request, to up to two participants per country provided that, in the IAEA’s view, these 

participants will make an important contribution to the meeting. The application for financial 

support should be made at the time of designation of the participants. The organizers of the 

meeting do not accept liability for the payment of any cost or compensation that may arise from 

damage to or loss of personal property, or from illness, injury, disability or death of a participant 

while he/she is travelling to and from or attending the meeting, and it is clearly understood that each 

Government, in nominating participants, undertakes responsibility for such coverage. Governments 

would be well advised to take out insurance against these risks. 

 

8. APPLICATION PROCEDURES 

 

Nominations should be submitted on the attached Participation Form. Completed forms should be 

endorsed by and returned through the official channels. They must be received by the IAEA not later 

than 13 April 2012. Nominations received after that date or applications sent directly by individuals 

or by private institutions can not be considered. 

For Member States receiving technical assistance under the IAEA’s technical cooperation 

programme, applications for financial support should be made at the time of nominating the 

participant(s). 

 

9. VISAS 

 

Designated participants who require a visa to enter Austria should submit the necessary application 

to the nearest diplomatic or consular representative of Austria as soon as possible. 

 

10. LOCAL ARRANGEMENTS 

 

The meeting will be held in the Press Room at the IAEA’s Headquarters in Vienna, Austria, and will 

start on Tuesday, 10 July 2012 at 9.30 a.m. and end at 4 p.m. on Friday, 13 July 2012. Participants 

are kindly requested to be at Checkpoint 1/Gate 1 of the Vienna International Centre (VIC) at least 

half an hour before the meeting starts in order to allow adequate time for photo badges to be issued. 

Participants should bring some form of personal identification, such as a national passport, so as to 

identify themselves to the Security Officers at Checkpoint 1. 



 

 

 

 

The agenda for the meeting and the documents to be discussed, together with information on local 

arrangements, will be sent to designated participants when the completed participation forms have 

been received. 

 

11. IAEA SECRETARIAT 

 

The IAEA Scientific Secretary and Coordinator for the meeting is: 

 

Ms Fanny Bazile 

International Atomic Energy Agency 

Vienna International Centre 

PO Box 100 

1400 Vienna, AUSTRIA 

Tel.: + 43 1 2600 22833 

Email: F.Bazile@iaea.org  

 


