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The Fukushima (http://japandailypress.com/tag/fukushima) Prefectural government has revealed that two more people,

both aged 18 or younger when the Fukushima nuclear crisis broke out in March 2011, have been diagnosed with

having thyroid cancer (http://japandailypress.com/tag/thyroid) . This brings the total number of cases

(http://japandailypress.com/fukushima-update-first-child-with-thyroid-cancer-reported-1312075) to three. All three diagnosed patients

have undergone surgery, and are doing well, according to reports.

Shinichi Suzuki, a professor from Fukushima Medical University, stated

(http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20130213p2g00m0dm091000c.html) at a panel meeting for the ongoing health

impact following the nuclear disaster that it was still too early to directly link the cancer cases with Fukushima

meltdowns. While this is somewhat hard to believe, what with the 2011 nuclear crisis being the worst disaster

since Chernobyl in 1986, and three people from the prefecture just “coincidentally” developing cancer

(http://japandailypress.com/tag/cancer) in following months, it was Chernobyl itself that showed it takes at least four to

five years for the disease to be detected.

Nuclear accidents such as Chernobyl and Fukushima result in the release of radioactive iodine into the

atmosphere. This tends to accumulate in the thyroid gland, especially in young people. In the years following

Chernobyl, there was a significant increase in the number of thyroid cancer cases in children who lived in the

area. Local health authorities in Fukushima Prefecture have been conducting thyroid checks

(http://japandailypress.com/fukushima-residents-dissatisfied-with-childrens-thyroid-cancer-screenings-0717949) in those who were 18 or

younger at the time of the disaster. Out of 360,000 people, roughly 38,000 were checked in the fiscal year

2011, and out of those, ten cases, including the three confirmed with thyroid cancer, are believed to have some

form of the disease. 15 is the average age of those ten people, with seven being female.

Related Stories

http://japandailypress.com/chinese-actors-speak-publicly-in-condemning-japan-over-islands-dispute-1812564
http://japandailypress.com/6-2-magnitude-earthquake-occurs-off-japans-eastern-coast-0214023
http://japandailypress.com/chinese-fishing-crew-released-after-detainment-for-entering-japanese-waters-0422576
http://japandailypress.com/tepco-releases-2145-new-photos-of-fukushima-taken-immediately-after-meltdown-0522762
http://japandailypress.com/author/adam
http://japandailypress.com/2-more-cases-of-thyroid-cancer-found-in-fukushima-youths-1323295#disqus_thread
http://japandailypress.com/2-more-cases-of-thyroid-cancer-found-in-fukushima-youths-1323295
http://japandailypress.com/tag/fukushima
http://japandailypress.com/tag/thyroid
http://japandailypress.com/fukushima-update-first-child-with-thyroid-cancer-reported-1312075
http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20130213p2g00m0dm091000c.html
http://japandailypress.com/tag/cancer
http://japandailypress.com/fukushima-residents-dissatisfied-with-childrens-thyroid-cancer-screenings-0717949


2/13/13 2 more cases of thyroid cancer found in Fukushima youths - The Japan Daily Press

japandailypress.com/2-more-cases-of-thyroid-cancer-found-in-fukushima-youths-1323295 3/3

© 2013 The Japan Dai ly  Press.

Comments


