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Stranded restaurant patrons get by with candles in Sendai shortly past

midnight Thursday, not long after the quake struck.

 

Saturday, April 9, 2011

It's not ov er: Books and bags lie strewn around a classroom in an elementary school in Onagawa, Miyagi

Prefecture, Friday morning after the strongest aftershock since March 11 hit the Tohoku region the prev ious

night. KYODO PHOTOS

7.1 Tohoku aftershock kills four
Biggest temblor since March 11 cuts power, spurs tsunami
alert
Compiled from Kyodo, AP

SENDAI — At least four people died and 141 were injured late Thursday night
by the strongest aftershock to rattle Miyagi Prefecture and its vicinity since the
devastating March 11 temblor, tallies by firefighters and police showed Friday.

The 11:32 p.m. quake, with
a magnitude of 7.1,
measured upper 6 on the

Japanese seismic
intensity scale of 7 in
northern and central parts
of Miyagi Prefecture, the
area hardest hit by last
month's magnitude 9.0
quake.

Thursday's aftershock
further widened the
blackout area in Miyagi,
Iwate and Fukushima
prefectures. As of 7 p.m. Friday, 601,500 households were without power,
including 397,800 in Miyagi, 167,900 in Iwate and 35,800 in Fukushima.

The Fire and Disaster Management Agency reported deaths in Ishinomaki,
Matsushima and Higashimatsushima, Miyagi Prefecture, and in Obanazawa,
Yamagata Prefecture. Earlier reports said the Yamagata death involved a
woman whose artificial respirator turned off when the power was cut.

In addition, 141 people were reported to have sustained injuries ranging from
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Sendai traffic slows to a long crawl Friday morning

in the absence of functioning traffic signals.

In addition, 141 people were reported to have sustained injuries ranging from
serious to minor in the six prefectures of the Tohoku region as of 8 a.m., the
National Police Agency said.

While strong aftershocks have continued since the March 11 mega-quake,
Thursday's was the first to register in the upper 6 on the Japanese seismic
intensity scale.

Matsuko Ito, who since the tsunami has been living in a shelter in the city of
Natori, Miyagi Prefecture, said she felt terrified when she was woken by the
building shaking.

"I was scared almost as much as last time," said the 64-year-old, adding she
started screaming when the quake struck. "It's enough. Something has changed.
The world feels strange now. Even the way the clouds move isn't right."

There were also emergency calls about fires and gas leaks, according to local
police and fire departments, while the quake caused most train services to be
suspended in Tohoku and all expressways to be closed in Miyagi Prefecture.

As of midnight Thursday, about 3.64
million households were without electricity
in the six prefectures, including those that
haven't had power restored since March
11.

"There are no TVs or radios available
due to the blackout. All of us are worried,"

said Takeo Sato, 70, who was among
evacuees staying at a sports arena in the

tsunami-hit town of Minamisanriku,
Miyagi Prefecture.

At a public gymnasium in the Miyagi town

of Onagawa, the power was cut after

Thursday's quake, and firefighters guided
people outside.

"I was surprised but the jolt was not as

big as the one before. I'm more worried
about the sea," said Fumie Yoshida, 37,

a worker at a supermarket in Sendai
where bottles of soft drinks and other

products were scattered by the temblor.
A tsunami warning was issued at one

point but lifted early Friday.

In Sendai, most of a Toyota dealership's

two-story show window was shattered,
and thick shards of glass lay in front of the
building. Items fell off store shelves and a

large automated teller machine crept

across the floor at a FamilyMart
convenience store.

Police directed cars through intersections

throughout the city Friday because traffic lights were out, and some small
electrical fires were reported.

While the city is far enough inland that it largely escaped tsunami damage,

residents lived without essential services for weeks. Within an hour of

Thursday's quake, they rushed into convenience stores and emptied shelves of
ice, water and instant noodles — items in short supply after March 11.

A Hayate Shinkansen Line

train was halted by the
quake in a tunnel in

Aomori Prefecture with 15
passengers aboard, but all

were reported to be unhurt
early Friday, East Japan
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One for the books: Teachers clean up a mess in the library at Onagawa

No. 2 Elementary School in Miyagi Prefecture on Friday after the

strongest earthquake since March 11 hit the region the prev ious night.

KYODO PHOTO
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early Friday, East Japan

Railway Co. said, adding it
was suspending most train

services in Tohoku for
morning inspections.

More than a dozen

passengers of another

halted train walked along

the tracks to a nearby

crossing in Fukushima
Prefecture, JR East said.

Second relief budget

Kyodo News

Prime Minister Naoto Kan

said Friday he believes the
size of the second special

budget to finance
reconstruction work after

the twin disaster will be
"considerably big."

Finance Minister Yoshihiko
Noda said separately the

government will not issue
any debt to secure funds

for the first extra budget,
which could exceed ¥4

trillion.

"We have not changed our
position on securing funds

without issuing bonds," he
said at a news conference

after a Cabinet meeting.

Kan's comments, quoted

by Miyagi Gov. Yoshihiro Murai after their meeting in Tokyo, were in response to
Murai's request for "full state aid" for financially weak municipalities in Miyagi

and other quake- and tsunami-hit prefectures.

The enormous scale of the disaster has prompted the government to consider
various extra budgets for fiscal 2011, with some lawmakers saying two or three

supplementary budgets are necessary and total government spending on
reconstruction could top ¥10 trillion.
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