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Decontamination companies suspected of
illegally dumping radioactive waste in
Fukushima
Kyodo

Contractors might be illegally dumping radiation-tainted soil, vegetation and
water into rivers or other places near the stricken Fukushima No. 1 nuclear plant,

the Environment Ministry said Friday.

The ministry plans to summon senior officials from the contractors to the
Fukushima Office for Environmental Restoration to answer questions on how
they manage contaminated waste.

Some of the contractors hired to decontaminate areas tainted by the fallout are
suspected of illegally dumping tainted material in the coastal town of Naraha, the
hard-hit village of Iitate, and even farther inland in the city of Tamura, the ministry
said.

A special law made due to the nuclear disaster bans illegal dumping of
contaminated substances into the environment and makes it punishable by up to
five years in prison or a fine of up to ¥10 million. The guidelines for
decontamination work require contractors to store tainted substances at the
decontamination site or at temporary storage sites.

"It is very regrettable if that is true," Fukushima Gov. Yuhei Sato said of the
suspected dumping at his first news conference of 2013.
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A piece of your mind

What should the Snake bring?

The incoming Abe administration faces a host of
issues. What do you think Japan should focus on
most intently in 2013?

More family-friendly work initiatives
to keep women in the workforce.

Serious progress with post-tsunami
reconstruction in Tohoku.

Monetary policy that keeps the yen at
a healthy exchange level.

The agressive pursuit of alternative
energy sources.

Diplomatic strategies that ease
tensions with Asian neighbors.

The settlement of the Futenma issue.
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