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EDITORIAL

Fukushima nuclear plant alert

The situation at Tokyo Electric Power Co.'s No. 1 Fukushima nuclear power
plant, damaged by the March 11 quake and tsunami, is worsening. Following

hydrogen explosions in the No. 1 and No. 3 reactors Saturday and Monday,
respectively, serious accidents occurred in the No. 2 and No. 4 reactors Monday

and Tuesday.

The No. 2 reactor suffered a major loss of coolant, fully exposing its nuclear fuel
rods for several hours. An explosion occurred Tuesday morning in the
suppression pool at the bottom of its containment vessel. Water in the doughnut-
shaped pool cools steam from the vessel and turns it into water when pressure
inside the vessel goes up. The explosion points to the possibility that highly
radioactive materials leaked through a crack in the suppression pool. Later
Tuesday morning, a fire broke out in the No. 4 reactor's outer containment
building, possibly caused by a hydrogen explosion. Another fire occured
Wednesday. The function to cool spent nuclear fuel stored in the building with
water may have been lost. If such fuel is not cooled, and if it is exposed, highly
radioactive materials could leak outside.

Possible partial damage to the No. 3 reactor's containment vessel was reported
Wednesday. At one point on Tuesday, radiation of 400,000 microsieverts was
detected inside the plant site — close to a level that can cause acute health
problems. Evacuation from areas within a 20-km radius from the plant has been
carried out. The government told people within a 20- to 30-km radius to remain
indoors.

Radiation levels drastically fall as radioactive particles travel from their source.
Although radioactive alpha particles believed to be from the plant were detected
in Tokyo, about 200 km away, there is little possibility — even in a worse-case
scenario — that human health would be at risk in places more than 30 km from
the plant. Still, people should carefully monitor the wind direction.

It is vital that the government and TEPCO provide accurate information on
radiation levels promptly and regularly. TEPCO is working to cool the reactor
cores by injecting seawater. Danger from the release of radioactive materials
into the environment cannot be ruled out. The government must seriously
consider specific ways to protect health in such a situation.

We welcome your opinions. Click to send a message to the editor.
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A piece of your mind

Scared or prepared?

The government upped its casualty estimate for
a killer quake-tsunami combo by more than a
factor of 10. What's your take?

Forewarned is forearmed. This
information will save lives.

All this does is scare people. It's not
helpful.

It's inspired me to think more
seriously about possible evacuation
routes.

Numbers like these aren't much more
than a guess.

Total Votes : 1780
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