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Toshiba launches radiation-
proof robot to clean up
Fukushima

In a bid to avoid having to send
humans into environments
with extremely high radiation
levels, Toshiba has launched
a new robot to help engineers
decommission the Fukushima
nuclear plant.

Mascot bird teaching
Fukushima children how to
avoid radiation

Nearly two years after Japan
was struck by the Fukushima
nuclear disaster, officials have
begun printing leaflets
featuring a yellow cartoon bird
that instructs children on
radiation safety – though it may
be too late for thousands.

TEPCO to seek $125bln as
Fukushima costs double

Tokyo Electric Power Company
(TEPCO) is looking to ask for
further help from the state as
cost of the clean-up and
compensation after Japan's
Fukushima nuclear disaster
may reach 10 trillion yen
($125bln).

Atomic industry bankrolls
Japan’s nuclear watchdog

Members of Japan’s nuclear
watchdog who are charged
with drafting nuclear safety
rules have received sizable
funds from the atomic industry.
The reports raise concerns
that regulations may be diluted
after last year’s Fukushima
nuclear disaster.

Fukushima mutant butterflies
spark fear of effect on
humans

Genetic mutations have been
found in three generations of
butterflies living near Japan's
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A man in the Fukushima region undergoing medical
screening. (Reuters / Kim Kyung Hoon)

A UN official charged with investigating Japan’s handling of the health risks from the Fukushima nuclear disaster in

2011 says the authorities are not doing enough to protect the population from effects of the accident.

Anand Grover, a UN special rapporteur on the right to health, says the Japanese government is not screening enough

of its people, and is being overly optimistic with radiation exposure thresholds.

Grover has just conducted an independent on-site report for the government.

Currently, only residents of the Fukushima area surrounding the power plant that failed after the tsunami and

earthquake caused its reactors to melt down in March 2011 are given medical screening. Only a quarter of the

region’s 2 million people have been tested so far.

Grover believes that the check-ups should be extended throughout the North East of Japan, as radiation may have

spread in an unpredictable pattern.

“The government has to err on the side of caution," he said.

He is also upset the government has chosen to play down the risks associated with radiation exposure. It has

labelled only contaminated areas around the plant with radiation of above 20 millisieverts per year as off-limits. These

are the limits adopted by radiation industry workers, who are properly trained in handling contaminated materials, and

exceed similar civilian limits by over three times.

In its official pronouncements and literature, the government also reassures the population that exposure of under

100 millisierverts per year is unlikely to be harmful.

Grover does not agree.

"They draw on the limited lessons from the Chernobyl accident and ignore epidemiological studies that point to

cancer as well as other diseases in low-dosage radiation," Grover said.

A World Health Organization (WHO) report leaked to the Asahi Shimbun newspaper over the weekend showed that

cumulative exposure from the accident in towns around the damaged plant was between 43 and 122 millisieverts.

Grover has also chastised the government for its top-down approach to handling the situation. The government has

relied on teams of experts, and has been slow to share information with ordinary citizens subjected to the risks. Even
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Fukushima nuclear disaster

crippled Fukushima nuclear
plant. The gruesome discovery
has led scientists to fear that
the leaking radiation could
affect other species.
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in hospitals, those screened have often not been given their exposure results, and haven’t had them properly

explained.

"I personally think experts only know part of the real situation. Communities must be involved," the rapporteur

summed up.

The parallel WHO report, which used statistics from previous accidents, estimated that the overall increase in

cancers was likely to be insignificant. Nonetheless, in some areas the number of thyroid cancers among children is

expected to go up by more than nine times, while the incidence of leukaemia is expected to double.
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No amendments to Morsi
decree after meeting with top
judges

Egyptian President Mohamed
Morsi has met with the
country’s top judges to
reassure them that last
Thursday's decree granting
him sweeping powers is
“temporary” and limited only to
“sovereignty-related issues.”

Milky day: Farmers dump
thousands of liters of milk on
Brussels police, European
Parliament (PHOTOS, VIDEO)

Dairy farmers poured 15,000
liters of milk on the European
Parliament building in
Brussels, Belgium, in a protest
against plummeting food
prices. Police resorted to tear
gas and water cannons to
disperse the milk-spraying
crowd.

MikeNZ (unregistered) November 27, 2012, 07:12   0  

@ResistanceIsStrong When I worked in the nuclear industry, 20 mSv was a LIFETIME EXPOSURE
LIMIT! Get more than that, and you are OUT of the industry. Permanently.
20 mSv per year? lol! You idiot! In 5 years, you are biologically sterile at those levels.
I really wish RT posters were more Educated, but if that is what American freedom and democracy is
all about ... well. Ignorance is Bliss!

Oceania (unregistered) November 27, 2012, 07:08   0  

ResistanceIsStrong wrote in #18

Whilst I am quite sure radiation under 20 millisieverts per year can be harmful, I’d be surprised if it
exceeded the risks of traffic pollution. As time goes by Fukushima may cause premature death to
several thousand people, but particles from coal pollution, causes around 30,000 deaths in just the
U.S every year.

Basically as time goes by it is the anti-nuclear, rather than nuclear positions that will be ridiculed.
Indeed much of the earlier scare mongering about the international threats from Japan’s fallout cloud
have proven to be just a sick, paranoid persons, dream.

********************************************************************************************************************************

You won't say that in 10 years time when you are dying of cancer and your grand children are
mutated. Fool!

Sumo (unregistered) November 27, 2012, 06:31   0  

That mess in Japan is 30 times worse than Chernoblye. It is only a matter of short before the entire
Japan is evacuated and sent to Canada, the ones with money first of course. Which will be good for
Canada, they could use a whole lot of cute japanese girls there to warm it up.
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