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Is radiation from Fukushima to blame for a
THOUSAND malnourished seals washing up on
California beaches?

By Daily Mail Reporter

PUBLISHED: 19:15 EST, 7 April 2013 | UPDATED: 08:04 EST, 8 April 2013

Radiation from Japan's nuclear disaster could be the reason why more than a thousand sick sea lion pups
have washed up on the beaches of Southern California in the past few months, experts believe.

Earlier this week, The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration declared an 'unusual mortality
event' after the starving pups washed ashore in record numbers since the start of the year.

The NOAA has assembled a team of biologists, veterinarians and public health officials to try and determine
why roughly 1,100 of the frail animals have become stranded and had to enter marine mammal
rehabilitation centers up the west coast.
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in the past few months

Shallow grave: Lifeguard Cliff Kjoss buries a sea lion pup after it was found dead on

Dockweiler State Beach on April 5, 2013

The pups have turned up, sick or dying, on the beaches of Los Angeles, Orange, Santa Barbara, Ventura,
and San Diego counties.

The number that have been admitted to rehabilitation facilities has far outpaced historical stranding rates
for 2008 to 2012, according to NOAA. Last year, the number that washed up was just 100.

And the number washing ashore likely represents just a fraction of the animals in trouble in the ocean.
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Unusual: Peter Wallerstein of Marine Animal Rescue transports a malnourished sea

lion pup to a cage at White Point Park on April 5, 2013 in the San Pedro area of Los

Angeles, California
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Sad: 'RIP' is shown scrawled near a dead sea lion pup after it was found on

Dockweiler State Beach

The agency told CBS Los Angeles that it's unlikely radiation is to blame but it hasn't been ruled out.

Sarah Wilkin, the NOAA's marine mammal stranding coordinator for the state of California, told Wired that
the unhealthy sea lions are continuing to wash ashore in vast numbers.

'We're still getting strandings of animals at kind of equal rates to what they had been,' she said. 'We don’t
know how long the event is going to go on.'

The scale of the stranding mirrors what has been seen during El Niño years when food becomes scarce
because warm waters cause ocean productivity to decrease. But it's been years since there was an El Niño
event.

http://losangeles.cbslocal.com/2013/04/06/noaa-assembles-team-to-investigate-ailing-sea-lion-pups/
http://www.wired.com/wiredscience/2013/04/starving-sea-lions-pups/
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Rehab: Veterinary technician Sophie Guarasci prepares to feed California sea lion

pups at the Marine Mammal Center on April 1, 2013 in Sausalito, California
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On the mend: California sea lion pups swim in a pool during a feeding at the Marine

Mammal Center after they were found washed up on the beach

Wilkin said that the condition of many of the latest pups to find themselves stranded is worse than those
that washed up earlier in the year. 

'We don't know how long they've been trying to survive in the ocean on their own,' Wilkins said.

According to Wired, scientists will analyze tissue samples for pathogens, toxins, and parasites, though all of
those things would likely strike adult sea lions, not just pups. 

Ecologists, oceanographers, and fisheries scientists will examine any offshore changes that could be
damaging the habitat of the sea lions, or causing their food source - mainly sardines and anchovies - to
disappear.

Read more:

NOAA Assembles Team To Investigate Ailing Sea Lion Pups - CBS Los Angeles
Starving Sea Lion Pups Still Washing Up by the Hundreds in California | Wired Science | Wired.com

MOST READ NEWS

Previous
1
2
3
Next

http://losangeles.cbslocal.com/2013/04/06/noaa-assembles-team-to-investigate-ailing-sea-lion-pups/
http://www.wired.com/wiredscience/2013/04/starving-sea-lions-pups/
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2305560/Radiation-Japans-nuclear-disaster-blame-hundreds-malnourished-seals-washed-California.html#
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2305560/Radiation-Japans-nuclear-disaster-blame-hundreds-malnourished-seals-washed-California.html#
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2305560/Radiation-Japans-nuclear-disaster-blame-hundreds-malnourished-seals-washed-California.html#
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2305560/Radiation-Japans-nuclear-disaster-blame-hundreds-malnourished-seals-washed-California.html#
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2305560/Radiation-Japans-nuclear-disaster-blame-hundreds-malnourished-seals-washed-California.html#


4/8/13 Radiation from Japan's nuclear disaster could be to blame for the hundreds of malnourished seals washed up in California |  Mail Online

www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2305560/Radiation-Japans-nuclear-disaster-blame-hundreds-malnourished-seals-washed-California.html 8/12

 Man gets shock of his life when he buys two toy poodles for...

 Who really has the power in Pyongyang? Kim Jong-un's AUNT...

 'Entitled' high school senior sparks a firestorm of anger...

 So that's what Assange has been doing inside the embassy!...

 Billions of cicadas to swarm the East Coast this spring...

 Two more babies stricken with herpes after ritual...

 Pornstar Jenna Jameson arrested for battery at her birthday...

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2305310/Man-gets-shock-toy-poodles-turn-GIANT-RODENTS-steroids.html?ICO=most_read_module
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2305339/North-Korea-Kim-Jong-uns-AUNT-Kim-Kyong-hui-driving-force-rise-leader.html?ICO=most_read_module
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2304083/Suzy-Lee-Weiss-Entitled-high-school-senior-sparks-firestorm-writing-biting-open-letter-Ivy-League-schools-rejected-her.html?ICO=most_read_module
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2305437/WikiLeaks-Kissinger-Cables-Julian-Assange-releases-1-7m-US-diplomatic-intelligence-reports.html?ICO=most_read_module
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2305178/Billions-cicadas-swarm-East-Coast-spring-dwelling-underground-past-17-years.html?ICO=most_read_module
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2304793/Two-babies-stricken-HERPES-ritual-oral-blood-sucking-circumcision-New-York-City.html?ICO=most_read_module
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2305411/Porn-star-Jenna-Jameson-arrested-battery-birthday-party.html?ICO=most_read_module


4/8/13 Radiation from Japan's nuclear disaster could be to blame for the hundreds of malnourished seals washed up in California |  Mail Online

www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2305560/Radiation-Japans-nuclear-disaster-blame-hundreds-malnourished-seals-washed-California.html 9/12

 'You're my hero Nicolas': Teenager who nearly died in...

 Italian family's triple suicide 'blamed on government...

 Women face arrest for wearing miniskirts in Uganda in new...

 Hundreds of mourners gather in camouflage and neon outfits...

 Is this foul-mouthed, self-obsessed Twitter teen really the...

Comments (16)

 Newest
 Oldest
 Best rated
 Worst rated

 View all

VIDEOS YOU MAY LIKE  by Taboola

How the bees are

removed (don't try this at

home)

Celebs before and after

teeth: Niall Horan, Cheryl

and Posh

Gerard Butler on playing

50 Shades of Grey's

Christian Grey

Friday's A.M. Hot Clicks

Sports Illustrated

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2305594/Kyndall-Jack-Teen-stranded-FIVE-days-near-vertical-cliff-thanks-hiking-partner-left-claims-calming-words-kept-going.html?ICO=most_read_module
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2305362/Anna-Maria-Romeo-Dionisi-Italian-familys-triple-suicide-blamed-government-austerity-measures-left-huge-debt.html?ICO=most_read_module
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2304913/Ugandan-women-wearing-miniskirts-face-arrest-new-anti-pornography-laws.html?ICO=most_read_module
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2305550/Shain-Gandee-funeral-Hundreds-mourners-gather-camouflage-neon-outfits-Buckwild-star.html?ICO=most_read_module
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2305118/Paris-Brown-Is-foul-mouthed-self-obsessed-Twitter-teen-really-future-British-policing.html?ICO=most_read_module
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2305560/Radiation-Japans-nuclear-disaster-blame-hundreds-malnourished-seals-washed-California.html#
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2305560/Radiation-Japans-nuclear-disaster-blame-hundreds-malnourished-seals-washed-California.html#
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2305560/Radiation-Japans-nuclear-disaster-blame-hundreds-malnourished-seals-washed-California.html#
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2305560/Radiation-Japans-nuclear-disaster-blame-hundreds-malnourished-seals-washed-California.html#
http://services.taboolasyndication.com/publisher/dailymail/rbox?item-id=/news/article-2305560/radiation-japans-nuclear-disaster-blame-hundreds-malnourished-seals-washed-california.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/video/index.html?bctid=2282920787001
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/video/index.html?bctid=2277081249001
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/video/index.html?bctid=2275671337001
http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com/2012/extramustard/hotclicks/12/21/signs-of-the-apocalypse-2012/index.html?xid=tab_sipopular
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/video/index.html?bctid=2282920787001
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/video/index.html?bctid=2277081249001
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/video/index.html?bctid=2275671337001
http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com/2012/extramustard/hotclicks/12/21/signs-of-the-apocalypse-2012/index.html?xid=tab_sipopular


4/8/13 Radiation from Japan's nuclear disaster could be to blame for the hundreds of malnourished seals washed up in California |  Mail Online

www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2305560/Radiation-Japans-nuclear-disaster-blame-hundreds-malnourished-seals-washed-California.html 10/12

there has been a 28% increase in babies born with thyroid disease after Fukushima in the West Coast of the US. The
concentration of radioiodine isotopes were also measured and cross related and found high. - buttercookies , Boston,
08/4/2013 02:48
===================================================================================== all you have
proved is a complete lack of understanding of half life. Iodine 131 has a half life of 8.02 days. so if you started out with a
thousand tons of it, in 81 days 99.9% of that iodine would no longer exist becoming a non radioactive element. the remaining
ton would then decay again and in 81 days there would be 1kg left. 81 days later there would be 1g left. 81 days later there
would be 1mg left. 81 days later there would be 1 thousandth of a milligramme. so in just over a year. you have a grand total
of 1 millionth of a gramme. not enough to harm a single person never mind a thousand seals. real release was much less
than my example.

- philiponfire , Xing Tan, China, 08/4/2013 13:26
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Minamata in Japan caused terrible ocean pollution and poisoning which drifted. Why not something similar here ?

- yve , UK, United Kingdom, 08/4/2013 12:11
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Umm Fukushima was way way worse then what you all have been told. And yes your fish is more than likely screwed thats
why I wont eat fish out of the pacific. By the way the meltdown that the media has blacked out is still occuring. They just had a
huge spike in temp off fukushima coast meaning a ton of radiation has entered the pacific ocean. Dont whine to your
president, the day after Fukushima meltdown he announced the plans to proceed with the new nuclear plants in the US.
Why? Because the elites (his bosses) make billions off them and the stock shares.

- Giggle , Nowere, 08/4/2013 10:47
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They also haven't ruled out that it is being caused by space aliens. But I am pretty sure that aliens are no more to blame than
Fukishima.

- ddpalmer , Columbus, 08/4/2013 09:39
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Had this been the other way around (the U.S. polluting the water with nuclear waste), the Brits would be up in arms...but
barely a mention when it's the Japanese. I still think BP is the worlds biggest ocean polluter of all time. Well done Brits,
you're finally first at something. - John Barleycorn , Portland Oregon, United States, 08/4/2013 03:48 you really really need to
research before commenting BP is a multinational company with 39% of the shares owned by United States citizens and
companys including the largest single share holder. the next largest share holding country is the UK with 35% followed by
the rest of the world. It is your President who twisted the facts to point the finger outside of the United States when the gulf of
Mexico spill occured.

- philiponfire , Xing Tan, China, 08/4/2013 06:27
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never heard of a Geiger counter?
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- stevesjeep , newern, United States, 08/4/2013 04:50
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Had this been the other way around (the U.S. polluting the water with nuclear waste), the Brits would be up in arms...but
barely a mention when it's the Japanese. I still think BP is the worlds biggest ocean polluter of all time. Well done Brits,
you're finally first at something.

- John Barleycorn , Portland Oregon, United States, 08/4/2013 03:48
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Its the natural weather cycle , El nino, changes the water temp. and throws off fish spawing. There aren't enough fish for
pups at that time of the season.Basically its mistiming caused by the sun.

- ooyaaa , live free or die, United States, 08/4/2013 03:23
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I think that it is wonderful that so many people are working so hard to save these sea lion pups. I hope that they are able to
find out the cause of this disaster. Whatever it is, it will not be good news, that's for sure.

- rickyo , Charleston, 08/4/2013 03:11
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You don't seem to be aware that there has been a 28% increase in babies born with thyroid disease after Fukushima in the
West Coast of the US. The concentration of radioiodine isotopes were also measured and cross related and found high. In
fact after Fukushima, higher concentrations were found even in the NorthEAst of the US due to the wind current that comes
all the way from the west, to Canada, and then down the NE.

- buttercookies , Boston, 08/4/2013 02:48

Click to rate     Rating   21

Report abuse

The views expressed in the contents above are those of our users and do not necessarily reflect the views of MailOnline.

 

Published by Associated Newspapers Ltd

Part of the Daily Mail, The Mail on Sunday & Metro Media Group

© Associated Newspapers Ltd

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/registration/1358089352519553/stevesjeep/profile.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2305560/Radiation-Japans-nuclear-disaster-blame-hundreds-malnourished-seals-washed-California.html#
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2305560/Radiation-Japans-nuclear-disaster-blame-hundreds-malnourished-seals-washed-California.html#
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/reportAbuseInComment.html?articleId=2305560&commentId=29056715
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/registration/1364944972851133/John-Barleycorn/profile.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2305560/Radiation-Japans-nuclear-disaster-blame-hundreds-malnourished-seals-washed-California.html#
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2305560/Radiation-Japans-nuclear-disaster-blame-hundreds-malnourished-seals-washed-California.html#
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/reportAbuseInComment.html?articleId=2305560&commentId=29055822
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/registration/5428260/ooyaaa/profile.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2305560/Radiation-Japans-nuclear-disaster-blame-hundreds-malnourished-seals-washed-California.html#
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2305560/Radiation-Japans-nuclear-disaster-blame-hundreds-malnourished-seals-washed-California.html#
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/reportAbuseInComment.html?articleId=2305560&commentId=29055411
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/registration/4058716/rickyo/profile.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2305560/Radiation-Japans-nuclear-disaster-blame-hundreds-malnourished-seals-washed-California.html#
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2305560/Radiation-Japans-nuclear-disaster-blame-hundreds-malnourished-seals-washed-California.html#
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/reportAbuseInComment.html?articleId=2305560&commentId=29055226
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/registration/6469724/buttercookies/profile.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2305560/Radiation-Japans-nuclear-disaster-blame-hundreds-malnourished-seals-washed-California.html#
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2305560/Radiation-Japans-nuclear-disaster-blame-hundreds-malnourished-seals-washed-California.html#
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/reportAbuseInComment.html?articleId=2305560&commentId=29054845
http://www.and.co.uk/


4/8/13 Radiation from Japan's nuclear disaster could be to blame for the hundreds of malnourished seals washed up in California |  Mail Online

www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2305560/Radiation-Japans-nuclear-disaster-blame-hundreds-malnourished-seals-washed-California.html 12/12

 


