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Thailand to require 'radiation certificates' be
supplied for food from Japan
Compiled from Kyodo, AP

BANGKOK — Thai authorities said Thursday it will beef up inspections of fresh
food imported from Japan by requiring "radiation certificates" for produce from
12 prefectures near the crisis-struck Fukushima No. 1 nuclear plant.

Public Health Minister Jurin Laksanawisit told reporters the Food and Drug
Administration will soon require fresh food importers to certify the safety of
vegetables, fruits, meats and marine products originating from or transiting
Tokyo and Chiba, Saitama, Fukushima, Gunma, Ibaraki, Tochigi, Miyagi,
Yamagata, Niigata, Nagano and Yamanashi prefectures.

The FDA has also recommended that the minister set a legal limit for
radioactive iodine-131 of 100 becquerels per kg or per liter, and a combined
level for radioactive cesium-134 and cesium-137 of 500 becquerels per kg or
per liter.

The regulation draft is expected to be swiftly approved and enter into force next
week, according to FDA chief Pipat Yingsaree.

The FDA has conducted random checks on food imports from Japan since
March 16, after Japanese authorities discovered leafy vegetables and water
contaminated by radiation in areas around the Fukushima nuclear complex.

On March 28, it found low-level radioactive iodine in imported sweet potatoes
from Ibaraki Prefecture, although the level was only 15.25 becquerels per kg, far
below the standard limit of 100 becquerels per kg. But the 75-kg shipment was
destroyed in any case as a precautionary measure.

The FDA will continue to conduct random checks on all food from Japan,
including on shipments with radiation certificates, according to the Ministry of
Public Health.

It will also strengthen inspection measures at all international airports with flights
from Japan. Authorities have already seized and destroyed vegetables
containing low levels of radioactive iodine and cesium from Japanese travelers.

Meanwhile, India said it has not banned imports of Japanese food and will be
fully testing such items for radiation from the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear plant
when they arrive, a government official said in New Delhi.

The Commerce Ministry official said Japanese authorities also will be required
to certify that food products exported to India are not contaminated.

The official said the decision was made Thursday at a meeting of top Indian
officials chaired by Commerce Minister Anand Sharma. The official spoke on
condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to talk to reporters.

Indian health officials had announced a three-month ban on such imports
Tuesday. But the official clarified that the Health Ministry was making a
recommendation and not announcing a government decision.
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than a guess.
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