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Saturday, March 19, 2011

Workers battle against time
Crisis severity of No. 1-3 reactors raised to level 5

By KANAKO TAKAHARA and KAZUAKI NAGATA
Staff writers

Separate desperate battles raged Friday to cool down a spent fuel pool and
three reactors at the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear plant to keep highly toxic radiation
from being released into the environment.

Operator Tokyo Electric
Power Co. was also trying
to set up new power lines
from the outside and
connect them to various
facilities in the troubled

plant in an effort to
reactivate cooling pumps
and emergency core
cooling systems of the
troubled reactors.

If the devices are unbroken
and can get electricity, they
could be a significant help
in Tepco's efforts to
stabilize the crippled plant.

Tepco was aiming to finish
connecting the power lines
to the No. 1 and 2 reactor
units by the end of Friday,
and to the No. 3 and No. 4
units Sunday.

"We will concentrate on the
work to set up the
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work to set up the
electricity lines from the
outside," Chief Cabinet
Secretary Yukio Edano
said.

Meanwhile, data released
by Tepco indicated the radiation level at one sampling point at the west gate to
the nuclear plant had steadily decreased to 265.0 microsieverts at 11 a.m.
Friday from 351.4 microsieverts as of 12:30 a.m. Thursday.

The west gate, located within the plant's compound, is 1.1 km west of the No. 2
reactor unit.

This could be a sign of a steady decline trend in radiation released from the
plant, but it is still unclear if it was because of the use of water to cool down the
spent fuel.

Also Friday, Japan raised the severity level for three of the crisis-hit reactors to
5 on the 7-level international scale, the same level as the Three Mile Island
accident in the United States in 1979, the government's Nuclear and Industrial
Safety Agency said.

The provisional evaluation stands at level 5 of the International Nuclear and
Radiological Event Scale for the No. 1, No. 2 and No. 3 reactors, as their cores
are believed to have partially melted and radiation leaks continue, Japan's
nuclear safety agency said.

The agency set the level at 3 for the plant's No. 4 reactor, where an overheating
spent fuel pool is also posing risks, and two reactors at the power plant that

were undergoing maintenance when the quake struck.

The unprecedented cooling mission, launched Thursday by the Self-Defense
Forces by spraying tons of water at the plant's No. 3 reactor building, was

bolstered Friday.

SDF firetrucks shot 50 tons of water at the spent fuel pool within the No. 3

reactor building in the afternoon, along with a high-pressure water cannon truck
on loan from the U.S. military, after aiming up to 60 tons of water at it and

dumping water from two helicopters the day before.

"Because steam is rising, there is no doubt the water reached the storing pool,"
Edano, the government's top spokesman, said of Thursday's operation. "But we

still don't have information on how much water" got to the target.

The spent fuel pools in the power station lost their cooling function in the wake of

the March 11 killer quake and tsunami.

It is also no longer possible to monitor the water levels or temperatures in any of

the pools for the four reactors.

Information from Kyodo added
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A piece of your mind

Scared or prepared?

The government upped its casualty estimate for
a killer quake-tsunami combo by more than a
factor of 10. What's your take?

Forewarned is forearmed. This
information will save lives.

All this does is scare people. It's not
helpful.

It's inspired me to think more
seriously about possible evacuation
routes.

Numbers like these aren't much more
than a guess.
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